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About the Center for Truth and Justice  

The Center for Truth and Justice (CFTJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit human rights organization that 
collects testimonial evidence to document human rights violations and war crimes against 
Armenians. Our rigorous evidence-gathering methodology complies with international legal 
standards and rules of evidence.1 CFTJ preserves evidence and makes it available for educational 
purposes, advocacy, and potential legal actions. The work of CFTJ is dedicated to amplifying the 
voices of victims of human rights violations, including discrimination, ethnic cleansing, 
displacement, crimes against humanity, war crimes, mass atrocities, and genocide. CFTJ educates 
and trains teams on evidence-based interview techniques, complying with international legal 
standards and rules of evidence. The mission of CFTJ is to serve as a living memorial to those who 
perished or suffered from human rights abuses and war crimes. A permanent home for victim 
testimonies, CFTJ strives to foster education, empathy, justice, and change.  
 

Ilham Aliyev’s Remarks on the Republic of Armenia in Light of Earlier Territorial Claims 

On May 10, 2026, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev met with families relocating to the first 
residential complex in Zangilan, where he made a controversial statement regarding the European 
Union monitoring mission deployed in Armenia. Aliyev said: “We had no intention of destroying 
Armenia or depriving it of its independence. Today, Europe’s so-called observers are still 
supposedly monitoring the Azerbaijan-Armenia border. I said it then as well: if we fired a single 
shot, they would immediately flee, and not a trace of them would remain there. Yet they portray 
themselves as if they are protecting Armenia from us. There is no need to protect Armenia from us. 
We have achieved what we set out to achieve. Presenting themselves in Armenia as false heroes, as 
though they stopped Azerbaijan—as if this “aggressive” Azerbaijan would otherwise have 
destroyed Armenia—is complete nonsense. We never had such intentions, we do not have them 
now, and we will not have them in the future, provided that no new provocations are committed 
against us.”2 

Numerous prior public statements by President Ilham Aliyev stand in direct and unequivocal 
contradiction to this claim and instead reveal a persistent, years-long pattern of rhetoric asserting 
territorial claims over the sovereign territory of the Republic of Armenia and portraying Armenian 
lands as historically or rightfully Azerbaijani. These assertions have been delivered repeatedly in 
official speeches, interviews, and public addresses at the highest level of state authority, leaving no 
credible room for ambiguity or alternative interpretation. Against this extensive and 
well-documented record, the recent assertion that Azerbaijan has never intended to threaten 
Armenia’s sovereignty is not merely inconsistent, it is fundamentally incompatible with his own 
publicly stated positions. 

2 Ilham Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev Met with Families Moving to First Residential Complex in Zangilan (May 10, 2026), 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, https://president.az/en/articles/view/72343  

1Investigations Methodology, Center for Truth and Justice, https://www.cftjustice.org/investigations-methodology/  
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The contradiction is therefore stark, systemic, and impossible to reconcile. The cumulative weight 
of the President’s prior statements establishes a clear and sustained narrative that directly 
undermines the credibility of the recent remarks. In this context, the statement can only be 
understood as either a deliberate attempt to misrepresent Azerbaijan’s long-standing rhetoric and 
conduct, or as a position that is irreconcilable with the President’s repeated public declarations 
regarding Armenian territory. In either case, the discrepancy raises serious and unavoidable 
concerns regarding the reliability, consistency, and good-faith nature of the statement. 

Presented below are selected statements from various years that demonstrate the consistent pattern 
in Aliyev’s rhetoric concerning Armenia’s sovereign territory.  

On August 16, 2021, President Ilham Aliyev stated: 

 “[A]ll other ancient Azerbaijani settlements located in the territory of present-day Armenia 
should be called by their real names… Therefore, I request that both journalists and the 
general public use real names of these places… This is our land. The opinions expressed in 
Armenia are completely unfounded. We are on our land. Lake Garagol and other places are 
ours. We are here now.”3 

What Aliyev is referring to as Lake Garagol is Sevlich (Black Lake), currently under Azerbaijani 
occupation. Azerbaijani forces captured the territory when they crossed into Armenia’s Syunik 
province near Sevlich and Mets Ishkhanasar and Tsghuk mountains on May 12, 2021. Their forces 
advanced 3.5 kilometres into the territory and attempted to besiege the lake, gaining a foothold in 
this area. Later on, more Azerbaijani military personnel entered the Armenian territory and 
concentrated at Sevlich and nearby areas.4  

Ilham Aliyev, in a speech on May 27, 2022 claimed the capital of the Republic of Armenia, 
Yerevan, as its own:  

“[I]t is already known not only in Azerbaijan, but also in the whole world that a day after 
the declaration of our state independence, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic handed over 
our ancient city of Iravan to Armenia, and this was an unforgivable crime. Thus, our 
ancient land fell apart from us.”5  

In December of 2022, Aliyev at a meeting with a “group of intellectuals from Western Azerbaijan” 
declared that present-day Armenia is Azerbaijani land:  

5 Ilham Aliyev, Speech by Ilham Aliyev at the opening ceremony of the first stage of “Smart Village” Project in 
Zangilan District (May 27, 2022), President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, https://president.az/az/articles/view/56524    

4 Statement on “Incursion by Azerbaijan into the Sovereign Territory of Armenia” as Delivered by Ambassador Armen 
Papikyan at the 1313th Meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Armenia to 
the OSCE (May 13, 2021), 
https://osce.mfa.am/en/news/2021/05/13/statement-on-incursion-by-azerbaijan-into-the-sovereign-territory-of-armenia
-as-delivered-by-the-de/9239 

3 Ilham Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva Visited Kalbadjar and Lachin Districts (August 16, 
2021), President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, https://president.az/en/articles/view/52742  
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“[W]estern Azerbaijan is our historical land, which is established by a number of historical 
documents, historical maps and our history itself. Unfortunately, as they did in Karabakh, 
the Armenians razed all our historical and religious monuments in Western Azerbaijan to 
the ground… In one of its early decisions, the newly established Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic practically presented our historical city, Iravan, to Armenia in 1918.”6  

On July 14, 2021, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev declared Armenia’s sovereign lands as 
Azerbaijani:  

“If there is East Zangazur, then there is also West Zangazur. Yes, West Zangazur is our 
ancestral land. I said that we have to return there. I said that ten years ago. All my speeches 
are available in the media. I said that it is the land of our ancestors, and we must return 
there. We will and we are already returning there. No one can stop us. We will definitely 
return because there is no other way. When all communications are opened, we, the people 
of Azerbaijan, will return to their ancestral land, of course…Our native land is Zangazur 
[Syunik Province]; our native land is Goycha district [Sevan], Iravan [Yerevan]. We will 
definitely return there. 

In June 2020, Aliyev linked “Western Azerbaijan” to Turkey’s foreign policies, emphasizing the 
loss of Zangezur to Armenia as a division of the Turkic world: 

“[T]he territory of the present Republic of Armenia is ancient Azerbaijani land (..) Our 
ancient land of Zangezur was also transferred to Armenia. With the transfer of Zangezur, a 
geographical division of the great Turkic world occurred and the main part of Azerbaijan 
was deprived of the border with Turkey. Our border with Turkey is located only in the 
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic.”7 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, President Ilham Aliyev’s recent statement denying any intent to threaten Armenia’s 
sovereignty stands in contrast to a long-standing and well-documented pattern of rhetoric asserting 
Azerbaijani claims over Armenian territory. Over multiple years, he has explicitly characterized 
areas within Armenia as historically Azerbaijani. This cumulative record undermines the 
credibility of the May 2026 remarks and highlights a persistent narrative at odds with claims of 
non-aggression. 

7 Ilham Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev Attended Opening of Tartar Olympic Sports Complex  (June 3, 2020), President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, https://president.az/en/articles/view/38976 

6 Ilham Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev Viewed Conditions Created at Administrative Building of Western Azerbaijan Community 
(December 24, 2022), President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,  https://president.az/en/articles/view/58330  
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